
 

 

Minutes of the School Council Meeting of 29.11.22 
 
The meeting starts at 3.00 p.m. 
 
Present are:  
Headmistress of Pre- and Primary School: Ms Chardon. 
Teachers: Ms Lohmann, Ms Baumgärtner, Ms Cheminais, Ms Perret, Ms Sura, Ms Göbel, Ms Fuchs. 
                        Mr Villard, Mr Née, Mr Damien. 
Guest: Ms Gherghe, Head of the APS. 
Parent delegates: Ms Waddell, Ms Gherghe, Ms Triebel-Pelletier, Ms Tyan-Gross, Ms Djahanjir-Gotsche, 
        Mr Girardet. 
 
Excused absentees: 
Mr Dillenschneider (Headmaster), Ms Picault (COCAC), Mr Moreau ( CFO). 
 
 
 
1. Constitution and duties of the School Council 
Ms Chardon reminds the audience of the constitution of the School Council. The tasks of the School Council are read 
out. 
 
2. Election of the Parents' Representatives  
Only one list was submitted. 
Number of voters: 489 
Number of votes cast: 207 
Number of white ballot papers: 0 
Number of invalid ballot papers: 69 
Number of valid votes cast: 138 
Number of seats to be filled: 15 
Election quotient: 9.2 %. 
15 parents stood for election to be included in the list. They are therefore all incumbents, the elected list does not 
contain any deputy parents. 
2 parents represent cycle 1, 11 parents represent cycle 2 and 2 parents represent cycle 3. 
Parents received a guide prepared by Ms Gherghe explaining the role and functioning of the School Council. These 
guides in three languages can also be found on the school website. 
A list of members of the Parents' Representatives and the languages they speak has been posted on the school 
website. 
 
3. Review of the beginning of the school year 
Quantitative : 
The pre- and primary school have 15 classes, 4 in pre-school and 11 in primary school.  
- In pre-school = 87 children. PS/MS with 21, PS/MS with 20, PS/GS with 22 and GS with 24.  
The number of children in PS is 23, in MS 32 and in GS 40. 
- In primary school = 231 pupils. 2 CPs with 20 and 22 children respectively; 2 CE1s with 18 and 19 children respectively; 
3 CE2s with 22, 22 and 17 children respectively; 2 CM1s with 21 children each and 2 CM2s with 25 and 24 children 
respectively. 
The total number of pupils at this point of the year is 318. There has been a certain consistency for a number of school 
years. 
More new entrants are planned during the quarter: January = 2MS/1CE2/1CM1/1CM2, March = 1CP. 
 
 



 

 

Qualitative : 
Staff 

- Consistency in staff. 
- Jean Baptiste Née is now teaching in the pre-school. 
- Mathias Villard, pre- and primary school teacher, takes over the German post that has become vacant from Sibylle 
Guntz. 
- Emily Bertrand's work rate in FLSco has been increased to 100% due to the increasing number of foreign language 
children arriving. 
- Amélie Fuchs continues to work 50% in FLSco, but this year also takes over the part-time work of Ludivine Lohmann 

in CP and Marie Soubelet in PS/MS. 
 
Two civic service volunteers, Lénaïc Gabel and Léa Lambert, have joined the pre- and primary school team for the 
school year 2022-2023. They help out in the administrative office and in the classroom by substituting or assisting 
pupils. 
 

Hygiene and safety 
 
Hygiene 
- The health regulations for Covid have been reduced by the government, but not terminated. 
Since the beginning of the new school year, one test per pupil is provided at the weekend, which families must 
complete on Monday morning before arriving at school. This is not a mandatory requirement, but an additional health 
measure for covid prevention within the stocks that the Lycée still has. The school's 60th anniversary celebrations 
triggered a covid outbreak at the school. The tests were repeated in class on Monday mornings until the autumn 
holidays.  
Stocks are now depleted. It is recommended to watch out for likely symptoms and keep children at home if necessary. 
The Bürgertest is still compulsory and we still have to report cases to the health department. 
A heated dispensary has been set up in the school yard. It has all the materials needed for minor medical treatements 
for the pupils.  
 
Safety 
- In view of the crowds in front of the school building when the pupils arrive at 7.50 am, it was decided last year to let 
the pre-school children enter and leave through the gate at the level of the running tracks. This measure is still in force 
since the beginning of the school year. Primary and secondary school pupils are not allowed to enter or leave through 
this gate. 
- Parents are asked to respect the school start times: no later than 8.15 a.m. for pre-school, between 7.50 am and 8.00 
am for primary school. Too many children, especially in the pre-school, arrive after the school gates have closed, which 
disrupts the organisation of classes and the start of lessons. 
- The reinforced anti-terrorism plan is still in force in France and in French schools abroad. 
- As a reminder, appointments with the head of school must be made via email to the administrative office.  
Parents again question the lack of security on the street and pavement during the morning rush. All schools in the 
neighbourhood had sent a letter to the town administration raising this point. So far there has been no response. The 
issue is being discussed again by the head of school in order to find a suitable solution.   
 

Pedagogy 
 
FLSco 
31 pupils, including 24 new ones, are scheduled for 40 lessons this year: 10 GS/5 CP/4 CE1/6 CE2/3 CM1/3 CM2. The 
older beginners are taught 1.5 hours before and 1.5 hours after the break, divided into GS and CP, then CE1 to CM2. 
The groups consist of a maximum of 6 children. In GS and CP, learning focuses mainly on spoken language skills. From 
CE1 onwards, written skills are introduced. The pupils learn quickly, within one to two years most of them are 
independent and need only occasional support. This is due to the joint work of the school and the families who 



 

 

continue the French language immersion outside the school (Institut français, clubs...). Four pupils no longer need 
tutoring. 
 
German / English  
After a full year of training, there is satisfaction with the new functioning of the language and DNL groups. After the 
balances at the end of the year, a few adjustments are made. In DNL, the topics covered are discussed between the 
class and language teachers in each new quarter. 
In the first quarter, Sarah Lernout was substituted for in English by Randa El Chantiry. As a reminder, the teaching time 
for this language is 1.5 hours per week from CM1 to CM2.  
The pupils of one grade level have the language lessons together and are mixed in the different groups. 
The pupils of the International American Section (SIA) will receive their own report card from this school year onwards. 
Similarly, SIA pupils will take the Cambridge exam at the end of CM2 each year. 
 
4. After-school activities (APS; contribution by Ms. Gherghe) 
Luminita Gherghe presents a review of the APS at the beginning of the school year.  
There are 3 new activities this year: ballet, kids mix club and piano. 1 activity has been cancelled: tennis. A total of 22 
activities are offered in 37 weekly sessions. 180 children are registered for the various activities, bringing the total 
number of children per week to 491, a steady increase for the third consecutive year.  
A brochure of the APS has been posted online on the LfiSV website. 
 
5. Discovery classes 
CM1: Stay in Tönning in Schleswig-Holstein, nature oriented / special ecosystem at the North Sea / seal station ... 
Meeting with parents planned for 13 December. 
CE1: Stay in Altena in Sauerland, with the aim of exploring life in a medieval castle. Information meeting planned for 
end of January 2023. 
CP: Stay in Lindlar in the Bergisches Land, focused on ecomuseum / craft activities. Information meeting planned for 
17 January 2023. 
 
6. Events and planned activities 
Done: Schultüten ceremony / 60th anniversary of the school / St. Martin. 
In the planning stage: Pupils' choir at Christmas. 
CP: Trip to the glacier. 
CE1: Exhibition in the Oberhausen Gasometer / Large format nature photos / Road safety / Scavenger hunt (locating 
on a map). Coming soon: Behind the scenes at the opera in Düsseldorf. 
CE2: Tonhalle / Shipping Museum. Coming soon: Xanten / excursion "beehives" in Grafenberg. 
CM1: Neanderthal in Mettmann / Xanten. Coming soon: Charlemagne in Aachen / Swimming in the Bilk swimming 
pool. 
CM2: City rally in Düsseldorf in DNL / Mondrian exhibition / Nature in the city. Coming soon: Swimming from January. 
Pre-school: Dental hygiene PS/MS/GS / Traffic prevention with a performance by the police. Coming soon: Christo 
exhibition. 
 
7. Answers to questions from parents that fall within the remit of the School Council 
Canteen:  

 What do the pre-school children eat? Like their older siblings, the little ones have a choice between a 
vegetarian and a menu containing meat (depending on the wishes expressed by the parents). The menus are 
on the LfiSV website and can be viewed in all three languages. 

 The pre-school children have no fresh vegetables and are only provided with leftovers! The little ones get 
exactly the same food as the other pupils, apart from very occasionally different meat, as it is easier to chew. 

AWO afternoon care:  
 Problems concerning the afternoon care must be discussed directly with those responsible at the AWO. The 

parent representatives will write a joint letter on the issues raised. 



 

 

 
Clothes: 

 Is there the possibility of free access to the lost clothing box? This is made available to parents in front of the 
school before each holiday season. We remind that writing the children's names on the tags in the clothes is 
the best way for them to recognise them, get them back and deal with their belongings independently. 

Homework : 
 Is it possible to give more homework? As a reminder, written homework is forbidden by law. Only lessons to 

be learned, poems, reading texts ... may be assigned. Many children spend long days at school and the time 
for homework must be limited. It is important that children also have other relationships with their parents 
and other types of activities than pure schoolwork, which should preferably be done in the classroom. 

 Are children allowed to take their school books home in the evening and at weekends? As pupils usually do not 
have written homework, textbooks do not need to be taken out of school. The lessons to be learned are 
handed out in a different form. Parents can support their children with playful or cultural activities or seek 
advice from the teachers. 

School opening hours : 
 Can we consider opening the gate 10 minutes earlier? This is not on the agenda. Parents who have both pre- 

and primary school children can bring their older children at 7.50 am and have until 8.15 am to bring the 
younger children through the designated gate. 

Photos of school classes: 
 Is it possible to change the photographer? This request will be considered. 

 
 
 
Françoise GÖBEL        Claudine CHARDON 
Teacher, recording secretary       Headmistress of Pre- and Primary School 


